
DEAR 
WEDDING COUPLE

 

9 THINGS YOU CAN DO TO GET YOUR BEST WEDDING PHOTOS

(and it doesn't need to cost a fortune)



 
You have more say than 

you think you do
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TRUST
In your photographer.... and how to choose 
them.

GROUPS
Do them but be quick. 

WHAT'S 
IMPORTANT
Think about what's key to you as a couple- 
people,. places, your story. 

JUST THE TWO OF 
YOU
Take a moment to breathe. Gasp in awe of 
what you've done. Just you two.  

CLUTTER
Declutter the space and your photos will 
thank you.  

GO WITH IT
A mindset for the day. Roll with the joy.  

4WINDOWS
Why windows are your friend's. One mostly 
for whilst you're getting ready. 

9 PRINT!
Make your photos a physical thing, an 
heirloom. Hold them and cherish them.  
Some ideas of how. 

5 UNPLUG
"Your presence at the celebration is a 
present"... consider asking guests to put 
away the camera's and phones. Because 
photoshop can't magic back their faces.  

 
I’ve put together these thoughts because I think that quite often a couple have 
no idea how they can influence how brilliant their wedding photos can be.
 
Here is a mix of nine tips that you, as a wedding couple, can implement- both in 
your planning stages as well as on the day that will elevate your wedding photos 
to something totally 'wow'.

 



 
IN ADVANCE
These two are for you, dear engaged couple, to put into place  now

 

The photographer that you choose for 
your wedding day should be someone 
you like and above all, trust. Trust their 
judgement, their guidance. Like their 
personality and love their photography 
style.  Go on gut.  I know there are many 
sites that commendably suggest a list of 
questions to ask your photographer- and 
they have their place- but as long as 
your photographer is legit, then go for 
the one you love; whose work you love.
 
Whoever you choose, go on gut. 
Someone whose work you love, someone 
whose personality you mesh with. 
They’re going to be your shadow for the 
day. As well as having ninja photo skills, 
they need to have innate sensitivity. To 
get on with your gran and yet be 
confident enough to manage your 
partners loud second cousin. To take 
beautiful photos is one thing, but they 
need to be nice to have around too.

TRUST
 

Think about, and share with your 
photographer, what is important to you as 
a couple. 
 
For example, is it people? If so, who? 
Things? If so, what? Is there a story 
behind the people who are there? Is there 
a reason you’ve chosen some of the 
details for your wedding? A good 
photographer will ask but it’s really 
important to share this stuff so they can 
reflect it in their work and therefore the 
story of your day. The more they know, 
the more they can tell.

WHAT'S 
IMPORTANT
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ON THE DAY

Think about these on your day. 

Whilst getting ready... here are two for your photo wish list.  

Think about clutter. 
 
As well as the beautiful stuff, you’re going to 
have Tesco/Asda/Waitrose Bags for Life. 
Wheelie suitcases. Packaging galore. Bottles 
of pop and petrol station sandwiches.
 
Now take a moment to think about Marie 
Kondo and her Japanese minimalism... the joy 
of the decluttered zone and we feel like we 
can breathe. It’s good for you all - reflection 
and joy in your surroundings - calm before the 
party-storm.  It doesn’t need to be as militant 
as Marie but the less stuff, the better as a 
rule. And it’s simply beautiful for your photos… 
the camera and the eye will pick up on the 
emotion and not the Waitrose shopper.  
Perhaps assign an ‘aesthetically talented’ 
bridesmaid the clutter-watch role.

CLUTTER 
 

Windows are your friends. Beautiful natural 
light flooding in makes pictures - paintings 
and photos - come to life. 
 
Think back through the ages from visits to art 
galleries... The painter's chose this light 
because it was so flattering- soft but shaping. 
 So take your cue from the Grand Masters and 
get ready near the natural light. 
 
(Your make up artist will love you for this.)

WINDOWS
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If there is one thing I would cross my fingers 
and really hope for you to do, it’s to consider 
an ‘unplugged’ wedding ceremony: asking 
guests to turn their phones/camera’s/ tablets 
off. For them to be true to the the sentiment 
‘the gift of your presence’. To be properly 
present, away from the photo that they think 
they need. 
 
What I do really well, is capture that 
connection between people. What I can’t do 
when shooting, is capture that connection 
when they are looking into their phones rather 
than at you. When they have a an iPad in front 
of their face there is no joy there. I can’t 
photoshop them out of the aisle because Aunt 
Rhona or Uncle Bob is there get their snap. 
Trust that I will deliver a photo that you can 
share with them all instead. Let your guests 
relax and enjoy the moments that aren’t 
repeatable.
 
It comes back to trusting that the 
photographer that you choose will capture the 
day- will get those big shots. Your 
photographer should deliver a gallery of 
images that you can invite them to download 
afterwards - they will still get their shot… just 
a proper professional one instead of an 
iPhone.

UNPLUG 
 

- These should a) be done b) take very little 
time. Whilst they might not be critical to you, 
they are important to people- often the older 
generation- who ‘need’ that staged photo on 
their mantlepiece. Proof that they were there. 
Proof that it happened. 
 
What you can do: In an ideal world, keep the 
list of groups to less than ten variations. Five 
is ideal. Assign a super ‘on it’ bridesmaid/usher 
who will help your photographer round up the 
people. 
 
I recommend you schedule these when you 
come out after the service… then guests are 
happy to be photographed. Later than that 
though it’s rather like herding cats once 
they’ve got a glass of fizz in their hand and 
are catching up with someone they haven’t 
seen in years… So the rounding up takes ten 
times longer.

6GROUPS
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Everyone agrees that their wedding day is headlong and passes like a blur. To take 30 minutes to be just the 
two of you and gasp in awe of what you’ve done… that is amazing. To have a window to chat, laugh and share 
stories, just the two of you, and breathe. Time well spent. So schedule it in… after the group photos and 
before the reception to just get some space. Go for a walk. I will photograph it but I will give you space too.  

JUST THE TWO OF YOU
 

This is a mindset for your wedding day. Go with it. Embrace the joy.  
 
The day will likely not go exactly according to plan.  All the preparation you’ve put in on the days leading up… 
the day just needs to run now… trust it. And if it’s not perfect… well, what is perfect anyway? Breathe. It’s 
your day, the day you get married.
 
I’m not in the business of ‘perfect’ fairytales- I’m in the business of real life stories because these are so much 
more magical, uninventable and beautiful.  So if the weather isn’t as planned or things run slightly askew, 
laugh if you can, take a deep breath and roll with it. That’s proper grace. Your photos will show it.

GO WITH IT
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And finally. After your wedding is done. Please PRINT YOUR BEAUTIFUL PHOTOS. Allow your photos to 
become a physical thing that you can hold, pass down and not be lost in the world of digital clutter and failed 
hard drives. 
 
Download them and choose the ones that make you smile. Take them to a good quality print lab - ask your 
photographer for recommendations. If you’re feeling fortunate, commission an album. Your first wedding 
anniversary is paper… this is a lovely gesture. 

PRINT!
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If you'd like to know more about my wedding 
photography you can either visit 
 
jotennant.com/weddings
 
Or email me and tell me about your day
 
jo@jotennant.com
 


